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SUBJECT: Combat After Action Report (RCS/J3/32)

70 Commanding General
2% Infontry Division

ATIN:

03

APO US Porces 9622¢

1. (Operetion KAHALL) OPORD 216,
2. 160700 April - 211610 Aprid 66,

25th Infantry Division conducted secrch rnd destroy

operations in the northwestern portion of Hau Nghis Province in area
bounded by ooordinates XTW,30, XT5012, XTS712, XT6028, The operation war
4 three battalion sized operatiun reinforcd with an'/ymored cumpany o.ng

Cavalry troop,

ke Control Headquarters: 24 Brigade, 25th Infantry Divisione

S« Reporting Officer: Colonel L, M, Johnson, Jr,

6, Task Organization and Commander: were as follows:

Phase I and II: (16-19 April)

TF 1/27 Int (Lt Cod Moonsy Smdg) Bdo Control
1/27 Int (=) =)
%8 t.Am 3/6)5

D - 0}
Ry

MP Plat
Plat p Trp 3/L Cav

TF 2/27 Inf (Lt Col Barhore Cmdg)

2/27 Inf (=)
A Co (=) 69th Armor
1 %4 B/65
TF M) Inf (Lt Col Greer Cmd
1/5 (X) Inf (-)
Plat A 1/69 Armor
1 Sqd B/65
Phase ITI: (20-21 April)
TF 1/27 Inf (Lt Col Moonsy Cmiz) Bde Contrcl
1/27 Inf (=) A Co (- LT
Plnt A 1/69 Armor Trp 3(3%%63 armer
1 Sqd B/6S Plat (=) B/65

MP Plat
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17 2/2] Inf (Lt Col Bashore Cmdg)
2/27 Int (=)
Plot A 1/69 Armor
1 Sqd B/&5

T 1/5 () Inf (L+ Col Greer Cmg)

/5 (M) (=)
1 S5qd B/65

7. Supporting Forces:
a, Artillery Suppurt:
(1) Organization for Combet,

(a) 1/8 irtys
11/8 Arty (=)s 05 2d Bde
2 B 1/8 Arty: 08 25th Inf Div

(b) 3/13 Arty:
1 3/13 Arty (=): GS 25th Inf Div
2 B 3/13 Arty: OSH 1/B Arty (=)
3 Plat (8 How) D 3/i3: GSR 1/8 Arty (-)

{2) How and when artillery employed:

{a) Artillery supported from two lecations duringz tho
operution, 16-19 April Artillery beso was located vic XTS65215, 20-21
April Artillery base was locoted vic XTS77181.

(b) Fires were utilized primarily to suppress sniper fire
and soften areas in front of advancing infentrymon,

(¢) During Phese IIT of the operetion preplanned artillery
fires (832 HE rds) ware placed on tho objective areq.

(d) Artillory wao used to maximum advantage in protection
of dovmed CH-L7 on 20 April.

(¢) On-call crtillery firos were availoble throughout the

operation,
(£) A totad 747 miesions using 3797 105rce wers fired in
support of the oparction,
(3) hesults, Efrectivensss, and Tim>liness:
(a) /» a result of artillery fire there were 21 VC KIA
(BC), 11 POSS, T strictures dostroyed, 11 damged, :

(b) Reinforcing fire provided by cloments of 3/13 Artdl-

lery enabled the Brigace to employ fare powor on toryets at greater ranges,
and, in oddition, ircrocsed the effectivensss of crtillery fires on close

4in targets,
(¢) Both 155mm and 8" proved to be very effective during
proparation fires on heavily wooded areas,
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//g (4) Pires plcced on the objoctive during Phase IIT of the )
operation were both asccurate and timely.

(8) R & I fires agein denied tho VC froedom of movement
during the hours of darkness. ’

b. US Alr Force:

(1) Four airstrikcs were flown in suppert of the oporation,
One wog immodinte; three wers prepltnnod,

(o) Reaction time for the immediate strike wap twonty-five
rdrmutes,

(b) All air strikos woro roquosted by telsphcno (Hot line)
through 25th Infantry Divisisn 33,

(¢) 4 mpalm strike wns placed in vicimty of LI's at
201220 April, Tho striko proved to be effoctive in suppressing VC enipar

(2) Rosults of Adr Strikos:

(o) an immdiate striko effectively suppressod hoavy mortar
£ir.s being placod on 2d Bn, 27th Infantry 201700 April and els)y destroyod
10 struotures in the aruva,.

(b) There were & KBA (BC), 18 (POSS), L strustures destroyod,
2 damaged as 0 rosult of air strikes,

0, Army aviotion:

(1) irmy Aviation flew c total of 520 sorties and moved 160
tns of supplios uuring the oporatiun,

(2) 24 srigace, 25th Infantry Division hviantion Section provided
(H23 supplies during tho operz.tion.

(3) On 160900 April, 1st br, 27th Infentry (-) end 2d En, 27th
fantry (=) wore eirlifted by LO WHID's and L GiL7's from the ivn Bn to L2's
wic XT500226 and XTS05265. ’

(L) On 2012LO .pril, lst Bn, 27th Infontry (=) and 2d Bn, 27th
Infntry (=) wero airlifted to LZ's vic XT498157 end XTSO3LS by 20 UHID's
and L GiL7's from the 11 .vn Dn,

(S) A1 1ifts were conductod 28 plannod with no gignificant
problems axcuopt as fullows:

(c) Initinl looding zonc in base camp Was not lorge enough
to adoqutely utloed LO UHID'e Anc GiL71e slimdt~ac asl;’s

(b) On 20 /pril one CH L7 was disabled by heavy grownd tiro
apd forced t» 1and vic XTSLO216 during Lift of 2d Bn, 27th Infantry. 7

8y Intelligencos
8. Anclysis of Terrain In Which Operation Wac Conductud.

The terrcin in tho aroa of cpernticns was yonorally flat %o
very gently rolling with vory few roliof foatures or high ground. Ground
eover and vegetotion veriod from extensive rice padcies and sm2ll crop .
fields to vori us types of scrub, also interspersed crong tho sgiculturcl
fields woro srcll arecs of woodlond bolh ratural and cultivatod. Numerous
@ikes rad ditches crisscrossed the sultivated proti.n of tho aroa, Cross-
countzy movement for tmmcled vohicles was folr to gezd in the dry paddies
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cnd: wo~dland creas and falr to irpossible in the wet poddios, swomps, ond
mrehes, Hovoment for fo.t trcops wes fair to 82ud in most aroas traversed,
Tanks encountorod difficulty in crossing streams ond morshy arece.

b, Intelligonce Prior to Operction.

VC activity within tho nrerntional srea ho¢ beon licht. The
VC 4ncidonts wore concontrated along LOC's, . Rod Hezo missicn flown or
12 ipril disclosod 1i cmissinns from tho arva coord XTS10265 to XTS50270.
The VC units operating in the aree includod une Local Foree Compeny end
ono guorrilla plotoon, The Trang Bang Company, with ¢ strongth of 70, vas
unlocated but it usually sporatod within a radius of approxdimtoly 5 kilo-
moters north of Trrng Bang, The Quyot Calon Platoun #5 with an cttachod
aqued had boon reported in tho vic of coord XT575230 on 8 april 1966,

€. Enony Situation During Gperation.

.8 the Brigndo Tzsk Forco mwod into the cperational aroz, the
VC dispersod into hiding zreas »nd exfiltratod from the aro:, Enory activity
consiste. minly of sniper end morter firos, bucby trmps, AT and AP mines
(commnd detonated and prossurc typos). Althouzh encry contect was not ine
tenao, o succossful soarch ef tho operational zrea disclosod cathos of rico,
dorumonts, ard r modical training arez,

9. Misoion: The 2d Bdo, 25th In/antry Division was to conduct scarch
and destroy oporations commeneine 16 hpril in Trong Bang Distriect vic XTLL30,

' XTS012, XTS712, XT6028, to lucato and destry VC forces end base eempa,

10. Concept of tho Opernticns The 2d Bdo, 25th Infantry Division cone
ductod adirmdile and (rounl! move to A0 commoneing 160700 /pril to conduct
scarch ond destroy oporridions. The oporatinn wmas condueted in four phasos,

Fhoso It (16-18 .pril) TP lat Bn, 27th Infantry and 1P 24 Bn, 27th
Infantry mwod to 40 OREEN employing airmobile and ground oloments te cohe
duct secrch and dostroy oporctions, TF lat Mn (M), Sth Inf ntry coaductod
soarch cnd destroy operatiuns along thoir axis of advance and established

bleeldng pans nlong PL NLSH,

Phase IIr (10-20 /pril) IF 1st Sn, 27th Infantry and 1F 2d Bn,
27th Infantry continued search end dostro, oporations in their reepoctive
k0's, TF 15t Bn (M), 5th Infontry continued %o block and conduct suerch

and destroy opns along PL Iii.SH,

Phoso IIIs (20-21 April) TF 1st Bn, 27th Infantry end TF 2d Bn,
27th Infentry conductod airmobilo move to 121 vic XT498157 and XTS031L5
rospectivoly, TF 1st Bn (M), Sth Infantry, Co 4 (=) 18t Bn, 69th Amer,
Trp B 3/l Cavelry movod overland to osteblish blocking pons around ob-
Joctive, Subsoquently all untis crnducted ssarch nnd dostroy operations in

their assi ned aroas.

Plose IV: (21 April) A1l units roturncd to baso camp on order,
¢ 1st Bn (M), 5th Infantry and Co 4, lst Bn, 69th irmor conducted sweops
outside Higsmy 1 on return to baro camp,

11. Bmcution: 2d Brigado reccivod OPOID 666 1325 Aprid 1966,
UDay (16 Lpril 1966)
2st Bn (M), Sth Infentry

At GOU5 the Battalion minus Compeny B, and roinforced with a platcon
of trnks bogen thoir move to AQ BLUE, The Bn TF swept north, then duo
west along thrco axos; Company C on tho o:st, the ruconmnissance platson
reinforcod with tamks in the center, and Co 4 on the wost, The undta ostabe
lshod bloeking portions ocast of PL h.Si. Sevaral booby-trappod rico eachos
wero located during tho day. 4 2000 1b cacho vie XI599253 and 20 100 Ko
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" bag cnche in tho samo aroa. The rice was extractod by helicoptor. Two oP
/ minos werc dotonated by LPC's. The LPC's werc not damoged, However, 1
/ friendly KIA, and 2 WIA were sustcined vic XT601266, when an LPC hit a nine,
// No significant contact was mado during tho <oy, .t cdusk, tho Bn TF established
blocking psns cast of PL NASH vic XT568248. Four cnmbushos wero ostebldshed
with no contact, MIDG.P was conducted during the day for approximately 20
womon and childron in the vicinity of tho Battalicn cp,

1st Bn, 27th Infontry (Trp B (=), 3/L Cav

At 0752, Trp B (=), 3/L Cav with the lst Bn, 27th Infantry 1oand tail
moved to vic XT505252 where thc Battalion CP was establishod, Scveral dirt
rocd blocks were bypassed during the m-ve, By 0850 Corpanios j. and B had
bogun their airmobile mve to L0 CRZEN. Th, airmibile ond sround forcos
linked up at 1015. Trp B (-), 3/L Cav screcncd the wostern udgo of tho 40
whilo Componics A amd B moved abrenst to the east conducting tharough ponrch
and destroy uperntisns, Company B spprohcnded 11 VCS vie £T505258, 4t
1533 Company B engaged o VC squad vic XTS2L2L6 resulting in 3 VC KI. (BC),
B0 US carbinossand ono Chicem 7,62 rifle cupturud, idrborno gunships wore
utilized agninst VC during the uingezoment, The TF, nims Co B, csteblialod
a porimotor around the Bn CP vic XT515259. Corpany B coiled vie X1521245.
At 20L8, Company B was attacked from threo sides by approximatoly 20 vC.
4t tho s>mo timc two of tho Comprny's ~mbushes weru sprunz, /s a rosult of
tho attack thoro wore four VC KI. (3C) including o wom'n squad loador rrmed
with a 7,92 Mousor rifle, The compeny continued to recoive harraasing
snipor firc throughout the night, MEICLP was conducted for 20 civilians

at thoe villago of X Rung Cay (XTS5026) during the dzy.
2d Bn, 27th Infantry

Companios B and C conducted ~irmebile assaults into LZ IHGHN (XT500226)
and 12 GOLD (XT5002L3) 2t 0930 hours, Thc Battalion Command Group and land
tadl mvod overland crriving in the i0 by 1055, Companios R and C attacked
east conducting scarch and destroy vperations in z.ne, Light VC sniper
firo was oncountorcd durins the morrdng, hours but was supprossod by tanks
and ertillory, . largo penrut and rice cnche was iscated vic XT50921:8.,

In addition on cxtensive tunncl system was located in the arvn and destroyod,
Tho Bn TF ccntinued t5 ruceive aninor firc. at 1315 Cumpany C eapturod a

vo -ndad VC writh n weapon vie XTS.,8220. Cumpany C continucd to manouvor
ngadngt the YC and upon ovorrwnning tbc ator fouad 3 VC KIA (=€) and e~yturod
tve VO, 4t 1500, while ecntiruing to scrreh the area, cncther fico fi;ht
ensucd resulting 4in an adcitional 3 VC KI4 (BC). Lator, ot 1630, Co B )
apprchended six VCE vie XTS102L7. The Ba Task Forcu cetablish ¢ a perimcter
vic XT500226 for the night, Threc ambushos wero nstablished; nono havin:;

contact, ‘
D+1 (17 Jpril 1966)

X Bn (M), Sth Infantry

- During the day the Battalion Tusk Force euntucted detailed scarch and
destroy operatisas along PL NASH. Co .. mev. . scuth, XT575235 - XT560228,
Co C with une tonk platcen attacked weved north XTS75255 - XTS75283, hat
appearcd to be a VC rest arca was loented vie XTS7L235. The hut contained
meny pictures, signs, and directicnal arruws printing at the various troils
in the area. .t 1330 Co C {+) mde initial contact vic XTS80287 with o
reirforecd VC soux! v*4lizine Mite, §7RR, and autametic wean~ns win TTCRMA?

&\
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1st Bn, 27th Infontry (Trp B (-), 3/L Cav) /,

it 0752, Trp B (=), 3/L Cav with the lst Bn, 27th Infontry 1and tail

to vic XT505252 whero the Battalion CP was cstablishad.  Scveral dirt
ocks were bypassed during the move, By 0850 Corpanics i. and B had
bogun their airmobile mve to L0 GRZEN. Thi adrmebile and ground forcos
linked up n¢ 1015. Trp B (-), 3/L Cav screencd the wostern edgo of the 40"
while Compconics A and B moved abreast te the ecast aésnductinr_; tharough sgfifi'ch
and destroy vperatisns, Company D apprcheaded 11 FCS vic XTS05253. R4
1533 Company B engaged a VC squad vic XTS2L2L6 rcéxlting in 3 VC KI, (BC),
tvo US carbines,a i€em 7,62 riflc ceptufed, sdroorne gunghips wore
utilized against VC the cigezement, The/TF, mimus Co B, cstoblisied
8 perimoter around theBh CP vie XT515259. Cpfpany B coiled vic XT52121,5,
Lt 2048, Company B wag/abtackcd from threo s¥des by approximately 20 VC,

4Lt tho samo time twoof th Comprny!s smbusghes weru sprung, #Ii"'ga & rosult of
tho attack thure wore four KL, (3C) ip€luding = wom'n squéd loader nrmed
with a 7.92 Mrusop'rifle, The company continued to rceoive’ harressing
snipor firo throdghout tho night, HEJGLP was conducted for 20 civilisns

at the vlllago/véf X Rung Cay (XT during the day,

/ 2d DA, 27th Infantry

7
s .
Companies B and C conducfed cirmbile.ossaultes’ into LZ IR (12’?0&26) '
and 12 GOLD (XTS002L3) at 0930 hours, The Battalion Command Group ghd land
ovod overland arrivific in tho .0 by 1055, - Companics R and £ attackod
easy/conducting scarch grid destroy .perations in z.ne, Light V¢ sniper

firc was oncountored during the mernin, hours‘butwas supprossed by tanks
ertillory. J large peamut and rico crchi was izcated vie'XTS0928.,

In addition on extecnsive tunncl systen waslocated inthe arcn and destroyod,
Tho Bn TF ccntinued to ruceive sniper firé, at 1315 Cempany C capturod a

wo nded VC 11ith ~ weapon vie XT5.8220. Crmpany C continicd to manouver
againgt the YC and upon ovorrunning the aton fouad 3 ¥ m (3€) ad e~yturad
e VG, 4t 1500, while centiruing to/sc reh the arey, ancther fico fi;ht )
ensucd resulting in an additional 3 VG KI. (BC). Lrteor, h‘:\g;io, Co B
apprchendod six VCS vie XTS10247, fhe Bn Task Forfu cstabligh o a purisncter
vic XT500226 for the night, Threc/arbushos wero ostablished, none having

contacts J%
/ ol
: D+1 (17 /ipril 1966) ‘% N

Xt Bn (M), 5th Infantry

During thu day tho Battelinn Tusk Forer conductod detallod scarch and
dostroy oporeti.no alung PL NASH. Co .. mev. . scuth, XT575235 - XT500228,
Co C with uno tonk platcen attached iived north XTS75255 - XT5752683, ‘/hat
appuarcd to bo a VC ust arce was loented vie XTS7L235. Tho hut contained
meny picturcs, signs, and directional ~rrws printing ot tho variocus trails
in the arca. .t 1330 Co C {+) mdc initia) contact vic XT580287 with o
reinforecd VC squad utilizing MG's, S7RR, and automitic weapsns vie 1T580287,
One tank and ono APC wore damged in tho ~rea by AT mincs., The wehicles woro
ropairod on sito, however, and returned tc cction. wriillery and mortar
fires wero called on suspected VC locations. There werw 4 90 KIA (Poss)
during the action. At 2233 the ambush vic XT568278 was sprung killing five

VC (BC) and estimting 3 XIi.
lst Bn, 27th Infantry

At 130 the Company .. ambush vic XT512265 cngagod sevorzl VC result.
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detg 4v ) VO EEA (M)."-’;'i- VITO +hy Dabbcddim B owmdboned bhot v gothodinnl ' Qg
and dotailod scarch of thedr .0. Tho Bottalisn Surgcon eonductod MEDCAP 4
at tho villago of Ap Cho Ray (ZTS125) for scventoon civilizns, larpe cechos
of rico woro lifted to Trang Ban: for rcdistribution. &4t 1330 Co B located
ond destroyod four tunnols vic XTS5122L9, ..t 1407 Trp B, 3/L Cav apprehendod
2 VCS vic XTS25242, The Task Foreco ¢oilod far the night vic XT523253,

2d Bn, 27th Infantry

Tho Battalion eontimicd t move cest conducting doteiled search nnd
destroy operatirns with Cumprny C cn the north and Co B on the south, The
Battelion Command Group recodvoed sniper firu curing the morninz, Ono Com-
mond 2od Control shdp recoived sevorcl hits, but remsined opcrational, Lt
0843 an oxeart hit a mino vicinity of XTS05228. 4Lt 1135 the Bottolion
Command Oroup begnn its displrccmont, Lt 1138 tho third wohicle in the
convoy, & tonk, wes scveroly damagod by = command detonstod mine, Two
frie WIi wore pusteined and thow tonk wes doclirod £ total loss, 4
3/l ton truck disprtched to aseist tho injurcd personnel in tho dis<bled
vohiclo struck n lend mine, Lt the srw timo emall arms firo wns placod on
tho comvoy from the windline tc tho wost of tho roed. This firo was ro-
turnod by smnll arms, machinoguns, t-nks firin, conrdstor snd morter firus,
4 VC mortar harrassing Comprny C wao siloncod by punships in tho arca. Ls
tho convoy displacing tho Battelion CP cratinued, it was onpogod with smill
arms vic XT527207. . briof firo fi:ht rosulted in one VC KIL (DC), two KI
(POSS)s Tho now CP bocame oporational at 1840 in vieinity of XTS36217. Sovor-
al mortar rdo wore fired into tho Battalion porimotor during tho nirht, One
Wl was susteined, Countor morter firus were immediately c2lled, silencing

tho VC mortars, .
De2 (18 .pril 1966)
1st Bn (M), Sth Infontry

The iinttalisn TF contdnued to blocking psn nlong PL NASH. Company
4 ostablishud ¢ sorios of squad sizod bl-cking positions olong that linc,
Onc sqund vicimdty XTS7L237 c-pturcd a VCS who rmvonled after interrogntion
thnt he was & VC messonser and workod in ¢ njunctd n with threo othor VC's,
Ho nls. ruported five VCIs with errbinus were located hiding in - tunnol
vicinity XT575236. No VC's were feuni L tids location, hewovor, Co C
continmiod to conduct suerch and destroy oporatiuns ard seroun the northern
portinn of PL NLSH. i smll rico cache located vieinity XTS8L296 proved to
bs booby trapped, The eacho wos destrurul, In adiitinn, a medicel trrining
arca was l-cated in tho seme generel area, The troining center o ntained
toxt bosks and documonta, some with publicatisn detos £5 lato as 20 Marsh
1966. The Battalion Roconnaissanco platcor oporated in ;rid scunros XT5626
and XT5627. 10 bunkers, .10 tunncls, ~nd 15 freshly built shcliors wero
1oe~tod end deatroyed in the arca, Jlso the vlatoon found twenty coplos of
tho "Tropie Lightning Nuws" dated 15 /pril 1966 in o hmise vicinity XT667277,
Tho Battalion /0 was enlargod ns showm 4n fnclusure 1. Tho Battalion than
moved to now locatdon vic XTBL7257 whero a perimeter wae ostablishod,

lst Bn, 27th Infantry

During tho day tho Battalion Task Forec conduntud detzilod and thorough

searches of thoir /0 vie XTS027, XTS023, XT15323, XTu527. Numorous rice
cachos wero discovored, Large caches wore found nt XT5252L6, XT5252L8, XT
52525, At 1300 Company D f.und = Lruup of f .rtificati.ng with iG' cmilncunonts

-and an undor ground rvem &' by 6! by 4 1/2¢ at XTS092L5. Defonsive positions

for the night wore ccnterod arcund XT523257. The Battalion Jefonsivo psns
woro probod by smll VC umdts throughout the night, Comprny B killed one
VC probing tho porimoter vie XTS257L7.

2d Bx, 27th Infantry
4t OS5 Companies B and C en: Co & (=) 1st Bn, 6th Lrmor ~cmmencod
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” scarch and dostroy oporntions with osphzsis on a mcthodicel scarch of tholr &\
? 4D, Co B apprvhondod onc VCS in thu vicimdty of the B.tteldon porimoter
XT532220. Co /L (=).1st Bn, 69th irmor dimpcrsed scveral VC anipors vic
., X1529200 with cennistor. .ilso sovcrel trenchos and tunnels in the vicimd ty
// / of XT534195 wore dostroyed. Throuchout the morning Ceempeny C engeged VO
: who usod harrassing ond evasive tretics, Pour VG were flushed and fired upon
vic XT530196, with unknown results, Onc tenk hit o mino at XTS33189 cousing
minor demngo, /11 undts contimuod thoir oporatisns r.turning tu tho bettclion
perinoter by 1600, During tho eftornoon tirenty civilicns in the arca werc
treatod during MEDC/P. During tho ovening mortar fire wns plrcod on guspoce
ted VC positions thrcughout tho arca,

D+3 (19 Jprid 1966)
lst Bn (M), Sth Inf-ntry

Tho Batt~lion bogan its move to now trea of oporati-ns to scarch the
village in vieinity of XTS70176, Tho hcavy mortar platoon, Recon Platoon,
and compeny woapons platoon ostablished blocks arcund tho villace, o tetal
of 9 VCS and . no VCC woro approhonded durin~ tho soarch. Alsc a cacho cone
hini.n% throc 155 duds, ono 75 1b bomb and scven stoel nolmuts xas 1-coted
vieindty XT576173, -The duds worc blowm in pliee, tic holiwts rocovora!, The
ther u amrch wes tamdnited at 1733 anl 2 batteld soritor uas ostab-
1dshed vio JTS63187, Nine ambughes vire csteblishol in the crea to prevent
VC mining the road ard ostablishing ambushce along it,

1st Bn, 27th Infontry

During the night, tho Battalion perimoter was proowd puricdically by
smll muabers of VC. VC wero cngajsed with smoll arms, he79's and morters
with unknown rosults. HNumcrous tcench and bunker earmplaxos were l.catod
and dostrcyed during tho day's cvarches, . tunncl vicinity XTS192L1 wes
epproximatoly 30 muters long with a room la.io cnsugh to  azcommodato four
to six pcoplo, iLn nctive civil affeirs pr~ ram was eontlmod in tho
Battalion .0, "Helping Hand® ditems of s.cp, to.thbrushus, end toothpaste
woro distributod t: tho villagors of X Rung Cay (XT5026), Preparcticns wero
made for tho J'ollowinz day's aiymobilc opcrati.ns, At 2215 a elaymoro
kd1lod ono VC vic XT523251, ..1so =t 2300 Co Bts ambush viecinity XTS172LL

was sprung kdlling 2 VC,
2d Bn, 27th Infantry

During tho morning Compardos D (+) and C (+) eunducted soarch und
dostruy cporntiuns sruth of tho Battzlion CP to tho vicindty of Highwoy 1,
Connisters wore offoctivoly omployed to noutralizo VC saipers in tho arce,
Company C ovrcuatod 1500 1bs of rice fr.m tlic arca cnd cpprehended 11 VCS
during tho swocp, In the aftornoon heurs tho Battalion Roennneisscnco and
Security platoons conductod scarch and dostroy oporatin snuthoast of the
Battalion CP, No contact was mnde, At 1915 autematic woopuns fire wes
rocoived In tho Battalicn porimotcr flom XT532215. Fire was immediatoly roe

" turnod and tanks agrrussivoly scarchod the arcs with no results.

D+ (20 Zpril 1966)

Phaso III of tho oporation wes initdintod and in accordanco with
FR.0 OFD 1 to OPCRD 21-66 cn airmobilu andd ground assavlt consisting of
mwchanizud, armorod, end cnvalry units wap launched into 40 PINK., 4t
1220 a napalm striko was placed vic XT505158 to suppross VC firo on tho
L2's, At 1220 let Bn (M), Sth Infantry end Trp B, 3/L Cav crosscd High-
way 1 to establish blicikdng positions and provont VO exfiltrstdon from tho
aron, Co 4, 13t Ba, 69th .ormor followod thusc units, moving to Objoctiva

D to conduct soarch and dostny oporations. :
1lst Bn (M), 5th Infen

Tho Battalion movod quickly to ostablish blocking psns along PL XELLOW,
[f
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[20 Tho block had bocn cstablishod by 1300, st 1400 Compeny .. indtintod swarch

and dostroy opcration in Objective € noving from north to swith, Compzany C
. movod abroast of Company L scarching the weatern porticn of the objective,

/7. Throo civilians who hed been woundud by 2 YC LT mine were evzcuated from
the area, .t 1520 the compony idlled o VC snipcr vie XTS2L1L3 and capturod
his carbine, Tho soarch of Objective C was completod by 1S40 and the soarch
of Objoctivo E was subscquently indtdated, .. thzrouch svarch of Cbjoctive
E wns terminatod at 1815 without contact, Company /. wvas ordered to roturn -
to basr camp upon cumplotion of tho moarch in Objoctive E. The Company (#)
close. bago camp at 1915, Company C romuined in Objcctive C, cnd established
numerous nisht umbushes. Thc ambush located at XT5231L47 was sprunz at 1945
Killing 5 VC, i tuam of tracks dispstchad to roinforce the ambush engexod
and idlled anothor VC and capturcd his carbing,

1st Bn, 27th Infantry

at 0200 appreximatoly 13 rvunds of 81 and 82mm mortar runls wero ro-
coivoed in tho Battalion porimeter rosulting in 2 US KU, and 2 W, Immodicto
countarmortar firo wore placod un tho VC positicn and the rmorters wore
silencod, .t 1240 tho Battalion (=) conducted & airmobilo ass~ult into 12
vic XTS00108. Co B established a blucldng positi:n elon; tho wostern odgo
of Objoctivo A, Trp B, 3/L Cav mint~inod thoir blzocking positisng north of
ObJective L, .t tho samc timo Co i cunducted 2 slow mothoddical scarch of
the obJoctive, 22 VCS were cppruhended curine the scarch, 34 structurcs
and thros tuniols wecre dostroyed in tho area. No VC contacts were mede

during the night,
2d Bn, 27th Infantry

4% 1232 tho Battalian Task Foreo ecrmenced thoir adrmobile ass-ult
intc 12 vic XT5061L6, While mikin: an cpproach inte the lcading zenc
vie XToL0216, ono GH-L7 was disabled by cround fire, The Battalion Racone
nadssanco plrtosn reanined vith tho dis~blec cireraft os socurity, In
addition an OH=2) carryi "¢ th? dnttali-n sor-cant mJer £n a ruconnadssanco
vas fired on by VC snipcrs. The pilot was it but manaced to lwig tho hioli-
coptor safoly. Ho yms Lfumcdintcly cvocunted, Throughout tho day, Companics
B and € cnnducted dotailod scareh ~nd destry mor-ti up 4n Objcetivo L,
meving from west to oast, 20 VCS wore detainad in the rperntinnn] area,
In addition appraximatcly 120 womon end ciiliren wero detatned for Mrthor
dispoe tion, Concurrently, tho plat..n sceurin: tho Chinnik was brought
undor small arms cnd mortar fire, Cunships =nd artillory were used in an
attorpt to cisrupt VC fire, Thu Battadion Co.;snder's command and cuntrol
ship was utilizod to ovacuate woundod from the aroa and in acddition mved
oloncnts of the command /ruup to the new cporatdonal arca. 4t 1750 un oira
striko wns flown to eu,prons VC fire bein: placed wn tho downod Chinack
and itg sceurity forco. Finally at 1920 tho Ci=L? wac repaired omd deprrtod
tho arvrs Tho Nocennnissanco platcon was dmsediatuly ewicustad fr-a tho
aroa, The Battelien (=) eciled in Objcetive B for tho night, it 2040 a Co
B ambush Jdlled 2 VC anc capturcd a Chinese carbine in the vioinity of
XTS061S, /lsc a VCS was approhended in the arce ot 2215,

D¢S (21 April 1966)
1st Bn (M), 5th Infantry

During the morning the Uattalisn (=) swept thruueh Objective C apain,
86 wumen nnd ehildren were evacunted frum the ares and reloceted in the Thai
My New 1ifc hamlet (XTS31L). One VCS approhended was turned over tc the .
Naticnal Police. Basod on an intelligonce report of VC tex cnlloctoring
activitios in a villege vic XTSB5155, the Battalien (=) soalod off the
villago and conducted a thor-ugh soarch of tho area., Nc ovidence of ve
activitdos could be f~umd, Comprny C and tho Batt:ldon CP roturned to base
camp by 1315, The Battalicn reconnaissance platu~n remainod in the AD to
sccure the civiliane until evacuntion had beon eompletod, By 1212, ovecu-
ation was eomplote and the reconnissance plitoon cummoncod meve tc baso

8
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" camp. The platoon had two ccntacts during their return, killing 2 VC vicin-

7

L)

ity XTSS53153., One pletoon from Company A provided security for a VIR re-
turning a disabled 1st Bn, 27th Infantrv vehicle, All elements of the

Battalion closed base carp by 1800,
1st Bn, 27th Infantry

The Dattelion continued their a.;rwssive search of Objective A. Em-
phasis wos placod on maximum destruction of tunnels and trenches in the
area, At 1200 Comparios A and P comnenced their airlift to baso camp utd-
14sing three UHID's, The land tail departed the oporntioral arce at 1436,
At XTL97172 the corroy was onraged with sniper fire, Troops immodiately
dismounted, and deployed against suspccted VC positions, VC rorters fired
into the aroa resulting in 6 friendly WIA's and damage to one 29 ton truci,
The truck sms towed back to base camp, By 1710 c)) Task Forco olomonts hod

closod baso camp,
2d Bn, 27th Infortry

Search and des*roy opcrations continued in Objcctivo B with emphasis
on destruction of VC tunnels and fortifications in “ie area, Upon complo-
tion of operations, Companics B and C inarched to vic XT553166, whare trucks
rotirnod the units to baso camp by 1800, Tho Battalion CP wzs airlifted to

base oamp.
12, Rosults:
Trion 1o8sce Encry Losacs
XIA: 3 VC KIA (BC) L7
WIA: LS Ve KIA (POSS) LL
vC @A (3C) 6
Ve 1BA (POSS) 18
vce 22
ves 105
Rico: 1,1 ton destroyod
15.1 ton ovacuatod
Poanuto 700 1bs ovacuated
5/A 16 cvacuated
Hvy .pns 1 rortar dostroyod
Doaunonts 15 lbg evacuated
3ldrs 125 dostroyod
Tunicls’ L costroyod
Bunkors 61 destroyoed
Booby Traps LO destro;cd
i4nca S destroyed
Stocl Liclmets 7 ovacusted
Modical Supplies 1 box ovacuated
Topo Rocordor 1 cvacuated
Raddo 1 evacuatod
Bombs ond Dude 75 1b - deatroyod

250 1b = dustroyed
500 1b - destroyed
175 1b « dostreyed

Tho following is a recapitulation of corbat damage to vehicles
and aireraft,

st Bn, 27th Infantry
1 23 ton truck damagod and cvacuated,

2d Bn,’ 27th Infantry
2 3/ ton trucks damiged; one evacuated, ono ropaired in tho fiold,
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/20 st Bn (M), Sth Infantry
L APCts dampged and repairod in the field,

Trvop B, 3d Sqdn, Lth Cevalry
5 teuks damaged, threo ovacuated, 2 reprirod in the ficld,

/)7

Company A, lst on, 69th Arror
'L t::imk; damaged; 2 repaired in tho field, 2 ovacuatad (one beyond
repdr),

HHC, 2d 2ripcdo

1 holicoptor damazud and ovacuntod.

13, Administrativo Mat’ers:

a. Supplys

(1) A1 resupoly of Class I, V and wator wms offuctod by air
excopt for two overland c.nvoys in supsort of tho artillery at Truns Lap.

(2) A forward trains cloment was 2occied at Trung Lap within
the let Dn, 8th Artillery area, Thoe followins corprisod this cloments
(a) Mainten~nce ond POL personncl

(b) Selected vehicles - VIR'c, wreckors and a sorvico undt
for flamo .\PCls,

(c¢) 5,000 pallon woter tonkor, 5,000 gzllon Mogas tanker,
and 5,000 g=llon ddiescl tanker,

(d) A contact madntennnco toam from Support Command,

(3) Support Command spotted a 5,000 gallion wztor tonker, and
ockago of 30 diesocl, 30 Mogas, and 20 Avgas drums at tho resupply
sc camp,

(L) POL consumption by urits is as follows:

a drum st
in b2

1st Bn, (M), 5th Infantry Corponay A, 1st Dn, 69th Armor

LS50 gallone Hopas
1980 gallons Dizscl

3610 gallons liogas
f10 gellons Dioscl

Troop B, 3d Sqdn, Lth Cavolry

1450 gallons Mogas
2600 - 11-=3 Dioscl

(5) A total of 359 rosu~ly missiuns woru flown airlifting
160 tons, Tho followin; is a bronidown by cless of supplys

POL = 22,2 tens

Cloes I - 30,6 tons
Msc - 38,0 «ns,

Class V = 37.2 tons
vWator = 33.0 tona
Unon dopaitdng basc camp porscnncl carried Bvo

b, Combat loads:
arvunition loads wero as follovs:

eantoens of water and two C-Rations monls.

M-l = 200 rds; M-16 = 300 rds; MILER - 300 rds; MSO - 1500 rds; 179 = 36 rds;
S AW's per platoon; L claymores per platoon; 2 hamd grenades por ran; 2 cs/an

grenades per fire toam,

T 10 J
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(1) A Maintor .o Contact Team was establimhed as irdiccted
provioualy. . )

(2) 1st En (M), Sth Infantry had twenty-cno vehicles inoperw
ative becauso of mochanieal faiiure, Only four APC!'s had to be ruturned
to baso camp for thoso deficiences; all of theso on tho last day of the

oporation,

(3) Maintenance wns streasod thruughout the operatisa,
Maintenance incpoctions were conducted by vmdt commndeors ugon roturn to

base oamp,
d. Troatmont of camunltios and evacuation.

(1) Battalion aid steticns accompanied the Battalicn Forward
Command Posts,

(2) The Brigade Surgeon remainod at tho Brigade Forward CP.

(3) Resupply and Command and Control ships were used when-
eve. possible, dupending on the soriwusnces of the camualty, for modic:l

evaouation,
0, Communicatd)ns,
(1) Types utilized.

(a) FM rodio

(b) AM relio
1 Point to point (Hot Line) tolephone,
2 Switehbrard to ewitchboard (common user i:lophono),
3 Telctype (on line crypto)

(¢) Courier (ldcison officors)
(d) wire,

(2) Bocause of initial ovorlap un the Brigade Comaxi Net.
1st Bn (M), 5th Infantry 4ad to switch to the alternato froquency,

(3) Courior romnins tho fastost, simpleat muthod of trans-
mitting classifiod, timc deadline reports cver short uistances. Theso re-
ports Include the INTSUM and the SITRLP,

(L) Inccrporation and usu of tho new family of radlc3 in
tho Brigade Comm nd Net was accomplishel sotisfactorily,

Mi, Spocial Equipront and Techniquos:

Starlight dovices wore carried by all units and utilizzd during -
night opsrations, .

15, %Mr'a Analysisi )

. TALE boundaries must not be plannod too close to the actuzl
area of operatic:, When such 1s the case and targets are outcide the TACR,
the delay necesaitatod by fire coordination results in the loss of tho quick

reasoction of supporting fires,

I

CONFINELTIAL.




CONFIDEIT 1AL >

b, Too many vehicles wero taken by the 2d Bn, 27th Infantry,
thus causins movement prodblons,

c. '".en tonks cornot be utilized by units duc to terrain, they
should be rvtwined to Brigade Control as soon as possible.

d. Units must thorcurhly = quickly cloar their baso defensive
perimetor. This will prevent VC fronm cnplacing claymores and lai- ching
surprise aitacks, In the daytime, smuller ambushes cor outposts :mst bo
used to prevent smizing at cheppers cordns in to land. Cice fire is ro-
ceived, a_.reszivo action sust liatiated to su press fircs.

!
c. uUAffcront routcs must be wed( when lecving arcas,  Sicpocted
routes of moverent arc alwuys minc! onl doady tropped.

f. Units should anticipate VC mertar firo et any time, Dispersion
mist always be maintainod to prevent unnccessary lesses, Nijht *fonsivo
I . ‘tions sheuld includu overhcad covor wicnover poosible, Spoil or sund
ba,3 shot” bo plzcod so as tc provide tho individual with maxdrmn cover from

the flanks ns well as the fre.t and roar,

=, In VC infestou areas doublu or mutually supportin, .iushus
ghould be crployed. This technigue ray prove to be betior witn o lorpe
plateen sizcd ambush. When ambushcs rutually suppert one arother. ther
mat bo a nintrum of 200 yards cpart in order to effectively erpley cl.y=-
rmore mincs in 21l dircetions, When smnll ambushes are empleyrd consider-
atisn should bo given te cmployir; claymere minos in depth d.c,, LD moters,
20 moters,

n, Just pricr tc an oirmbile extractien, a sweep arow.d the
londins zene should be cenductol, This wall not ¢liminnto tho nead for basic
secirity throvghsut the oxtraction, Lut will assist in climinatdo. <f some
of the snipers in ncarby arocas,

4, Wheaever an area is to bo destroyod, armangements rust be made
to cacommcate civilinns and refigecs, cven though none moy be cxrocted.
Vorrn and children cen croate a bi, problem, ARVN ascistance wich the
civilians ig & must, arrancements should be made to hive a atondiy teaa
fronm thc Province in which operations aru conducted so that the teem cou be
airlifted into the area very quicidly when noeded,

j. The tailond of a march colunn, whother fo.t mebilc rir motore
izo2, mus* bo cspeeinlly wetehful sinco tho VC wiil habitually firu at tho

st tro-ps lcavin, aa arca.  Instant reacticn is 2 rust,

k. When sclocting 2ssembly arcas, considerztion shoull be jivon to
inciudin roads if thoy arc in tho arua, and 45 tho arva 4s in an opun ficld
romzinin:, in thc contor of it,

1. Muwrous strong ambushos must bo l.ocated surroundi-;, defrasive
positione, particularly on the fiist nijht ol cecupation pinco rcoults ob-
t2f1ed have beon excollent,

m. Continuous rcconncissanco mist bo made to locate routos which
hoxv vohiclosmay uso to avold wot aroas ond linlup with infantry. N

n, Units mist omphasizo sholl reps when VC's mortar orr positions,
0. Def-ro mwving on a hichway, units must insuro that both sidos
of the highwny havo bocn cloared.

p. Althourh fire must bo roturnod immediately, indiscriminnto
firing irtw villazes must coaso,

q. Unloss it is an oporaticnal nocceasity, no Crosa attachmonts
should be medo at night,

12
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r. Durin; tho third phaso of the cperation, Trang Bang officials

I Zg should havo bocn brought up to date soon onough for them to effuctivoly

/;

)

halt civilions leevinz tho operatiintl area,

8. « virsorcus Civil Affairs Progzam was conducted throu hout opor-
ation KAHAIA.

() upprorimnn | 200 cb CTlaug wbrs fcatad during MIDCAP,

(2) Helping Hand sipplios wore distributed thraughout the

operationnl rrx s. Domonstraticns wero given on the propar use of the

health itons distributed,

(3) 12 tons of rico wuro wvacuntod from tho operati.nel area,
Tho rien wos tumed over to the Tran, Sonp sub-scetor advisor to be givon

to neody fardlivs,

(L) B9 civilizns were ovncuatold from VC controlled aroas during
tho thind phasc of tho opc atdon te thu Ine Ha #2 New Lifo Hwvilet (XTELL3),

(5) » Psy/~ps leudspozkor aissicin was flown over tho village
of X Rung Cay to expliit the VC mortar attock on that villaie tho previous

t. VC will minc the oiles of rcads adjecent to road blucks, :'0e
fore typcssing road blocks, units smst thorou;hly check the aroa for dnos,

-

u, Accordin, tv roliablo rcperts, Trung Lop is used as 2 rufuce
for the VC durins cporati ns in that arca,

v, londing 2ones should be [ lansed cl.sor to cbjvctives.
w, Plons for operoid as rust Le rigddly adhered to,

%X, Only ncecussary trafiie s.ould be transmitted cver radico,

All radio operators should knew exactly vwhai thoy are _oin, to szy prior tw
transmitting,

Y. In gencrl, all urite ;artieipatin; in Opcreticn KAH.L, por-
formed in a outstanding rannor throu;hout the cvcercise, Tho finnl phaso of
tho opcratdi . n was particularly complis: cuu to thu numersus oloments cnd
aguncics involved, Nevortheloss, ozch clemont axeocuted its mwumants and
migsion exrctly as plenncc, Consequently, 11% valid VS were r rahancod, 1L
of which wore conf'rmod VC tnd tho r -ainder primarily draft dodzers,

16, Recommondatdions:

a, Division should placo & "Recovery Ruaction Force" on a 30 mimuto
standby at Daso Camp to reanund to ovacuation and rocovery missions on o
mission bnsis cnly.

(1) Composition - Zouismont

2VTR's 1 lowtoy
1 drockor 1 Zscort Matoon

(2) Compesition - Porsrnnal
Mrintcnance Warrant Of ficer
decessary drivore
Ro¢~wery porscnnel,

(3) Procodurcs,
(a) Bripadu S=b contacts G-L outlinin; mission and requiro-

monts, \/
13
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(b) G-l contacts &Jp‘;.mrt Comnand which tcilors the basic
standby oloment to accomplish tho missicn,

(c) Vchicles and Iscort report to Division formticn arca
end moot with tho Lrigade Reprosentative who issucs froquency and call sign,

- be Prior planning should provide for cvacuation of civilians at
the carliost possible timc in order to roloase thoso c.mbat troops used to
controll the eiviliosns,

FOR THE COMMANDZR:
iy
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2 Incl LOZTT L. 2RI3GS
as Cntein, Tufantry

Lsct Lljutant



